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A LETTER 
To « REYEREND | 
MINISTER 


OT THE - 


GOSPEL 


OF THE 


PRESBYTERIAN | PERSWASION 
Edinburgh, 4h. March 168g. | 


Reverend Sir, - | | 
Hen in the Dotirinal Truths of the Reformed Religion, and i in the 
VV ſubſtantial parts of Divine Worſoip, all ſober. Proteftantr of Epiſ- 
_ and Presbyterian perſwaſion arc firmly uniced rogether 3-.Our lad 
iviſions about Ecelefialtich, Government (which have thele. many years 
tmilchieved us) are certainly inconſiſtent with the Goſpel of ogy 
Love, {ubſervient to Popery ,, which, would. ſwallow us yt era 
frandalous to all thinking Men without the Church. me there», 
fore conjure you by the hlaody Wangds of owr boly Mnther,, who receiv- 
edus by one Bapryſm , unto the profeſſion of one "Lord and one Faith, 
that when the  Epiſcopsl Clergy ,, are of reconciling, laclinations you 
negle& nor rhis *Oppottunity , - of ; ening your Abhorrence of 
wiltu! Separation. , / my fervent. purſuance after 'peace, 
may have the Honour ro Contribute, in; any! way-for ſo bappy an 
Accommodation amon ck Brethren, pray luffec me in all that 
a. Miniſter of Salvation. by a dying 
eo thoſe three certain Marte rs 
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"Janced by aſſiſting 4 megane , y, that the Reverend Minifers in 
"England , for providing again Violation of that Covenant, peritioned 
for ſuch an Epiſcopacy \, as 1s liket ro-our preſent Eſtabliſhment, then 
any other ſeen by the Chriftran World thde thouſand Years. - | 
Firt, The Reprcſcarative Church of Serrl:md never confeſs'd any 
Divine Right in Presbytry , fince. che bleſied Reformation : Ot her 
Confeſſions we have but two; The 1. inK. James 6. Reign avow- 
ethin 19//A& aboir the Mg of Holy Churgh thax Ecclefiaſticel Diſ- 
cipline is rightly Adtminiſtrac as (ods words pteſcribs, whereby Vice 
IS Rove d and Vertue Nouriſhed ; and leſt n-fwould be imagined 
that Presbytery can only afford (uch a.Diſcipline,T he 21 43 avomerh 
that no Politie can be appointed for all Ages, Times aud, Places; and 
after: all[Chuxcly/Gavernmetit is thids Ret fHiemk neInftiemtton. In 
the 25 Article the Civil Magittrate 1s co_ to have the ſpecial Power 
in ſertling it; T herefore'thie-orfier Conkeſhon made at Weſtminſter by 
being Voiced too , by the Commiſſioners ſent, from this,, and afier- 
wards approven by the General Aſſembly here , .it is Adopred;ineochis 
National Charch of Seortond 3 and the 27. Chap thereof Aﬀeng the 
Siprente Civil Magitrave , his Power bf eftablifhing the External -Po-. 
line ofthe Ohutch # yea 'and the General Aﬀenbl in the .44 Appro+ 
bation'of that Contefſron, for all its Proteftation : That the 31 Ch; 
anent Synods and Councils ftionld not incroach upoh the Inteinſick 
Power of the Church, takes nonotice of the Presbyerian Government 
INT CUI ee ap ATM FIYk Ip 
- Secondly, 'T he Solemn idnot Abjure the Preſident Biſhop, Re- 
galated by-Canmns, and ballanced Jo Presbyters. For hone che 
General Aſſembly here in Scotland by Her-Aﬀts, acknowledgeth that the. 
Solemn League tricks againſt the (ame Epiſcopacy , againſt which the 
National Covena nt'was Levell'd ; Then the ſingle, Judgment” of the! 
Royal Martyr ( The beft Profeſtant-and Caſuiſt of histime ) about the 
ſenſe ofthe Nationsl Covenant which had the Authority to impoſe ir, 
muſt doubtleſs weigh down the Opinion of all the Diffuſive Church 
in'Brittain', in this Queſtion; and the World knows that his Prinee, 
ly deſire of a Regalation always hated the Deſtrution of Epiſcopscy, 
Fhen for the Church Repreſentative of both Kingdom Box ur 
Synod of Wefminſter , in'Her Dire&tory for Church Government, 
nor the General Aſſembly.here conyeened in her A& of Approbation of 
that Dureftory, doany thing in Condemnation -# = Preſident Biſhop. 
But 
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But 34ly. The Reverend Minilters of the Presbyterian perſwaſion 
in England petitioned Ano 1561, The late K. Charles the 2d. for 
ſuch an Fpsſcopacy as is liker our preſent Eſtabliſhment in Scotland,then 
any other (cen by the ChriftianWorld theſe 10009. years. Their Peti- 
tionsare Printed in two papers of propoſals, in which they inſiſt up- 
on the form of SymodicalGovernment conjunCt with a fixed preſidency, 
according to Archbiſhop Uſhers Reduftion 3 and be laſt Motive in- 
duciug them to deſire fuch a Government, is plainly this in Words, 
That it will ſave the Nation from the Violation of the Sulemm Vow and Cove- 
nant, without wronging the Church at all, or breaking any other Oath- Now 
Reverend Brother, you know as well as my (clt, that the foreſaid Re- 
duftion by that moſt Reverend Primat of ail teland ; is liker our 
Epiſcopal Government, conſidering its Nature, then harh cycr been en- 
zoved inany National Church {ince the Bleſſingof a Reformation : 

ca, ſoyerylike in the Weekly Settion , Moathly presbytrie , and 
Dioceſian Synods, that with a due Modification , untothe Re- 
gular Clergy will be found complying, you would not be able to 
rell the Difference : Therefore beſceching the A&webr of Peace and 
Lover of Concord ,-- that all of us of Ep:ſcopa! and Prerbyterian periwa- 
fion, having One LORD, one Faith, one Baptiſm, raay be brought to 
be all of one Mind, and Judgement, perteCtly joyning together, without all 
Diviſions in our Lord JESUS GHRIST , In whoml reſt, though 


unknown as yet, 


Rev. Brd. 
Tour AﬀeTionate Servent, &c, 


If the long Letter diſpleaſe, pray let my good 
Will bc forgiven, but if you think t hefe Conſide- 
rations by GODS Grace, can be uſeſul for « 
— — , 1 give you Libirty 40 publiſh 
them. 
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